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Box No. I Basis of the report * 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
[ J the international application in the language in which it was filed 

1 1 the translation of the international application into 


. which is the language of a 



translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rule 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

j a sequence listing 

table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
| | on paper 

\~\ m electronic form 

c. time of filmg/fiirnishing 

. ] contained in the international application as filed 

] | filed together with the international application in electronic form 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

| J In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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1. |N/| The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority does not have in its 

possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where required, a translation of that earlier 
application This opinion has nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date (Rules 436/5.1 and 64.1) is the 
claimed priority date. 

2. |T~ I This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found invalid 
(Rules 43bisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the 

relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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I. Statement 










Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2-8, 


10 






Clainis 


1, 9 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


6, 7 




YES 




Claims 


1-5, 


8-10 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-10 




YES 




Claims 






NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: US-A-4 120 145 
D2: EP-A-1 001 075. 



2. The present application does not comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1), because the 
subject matter of claim 1 is not novel within the 
meaning of PCT Article 33(2) and does not involve 
an inventive step within the meaning of PCT 
Article 33 (3) . 



2.1 Document Dl discloses (the references in 

parentheses are to Dl) a method for producing a 
wire cable with a core cable (10, 12) in which: 



- after the outer stranded layer (20) is stranded, 
the wire cable is hammered in order to smooth its 
surface and/or to increase its filling factor; 



- before the outer stranded layer (20) is 
stranded, an intermediate layer (18) made of a 
plastic is applied to the core cable (10, 12); and 
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- the outer stranded layer (20) is 
the plastic during stranding. 


pressed into 



2.2 Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 is not 
novel (PCT Article 33(2)) when it relates to a 
method for producing a wire cable with a core 
cable . 



2.2 If, on the contrary, it relates to a method for 

producing a wire cable with a core strand (instead 
of a core cable) , then the subject matter of claim 
1 does not involve an inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)) in relation to document Dl . The use of a 
core strand is only one of several obvious 
possibilities from which a person skilled in the 
art would choose according to the circumstances, 
without thereby being inventive. 

3. The present application does not comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1), because the 
subject matter of claim 2 does not involve an 
inventive step within the meaning of PCT Article 
33 (3) . 



3.1 Document D2 is considered to be the closest prior 
art for the subject matter of claim 2. D2 
discloses (the references in parentheses are to 
D2) a method for producing a wire cable (1) : 



comprising a core (3) consisting of a plastic 
strand (6, 7) 
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- on which a stranded layer (2) is stranded* 

3.2 The subject matter of claim 2 differs therefore 
from the known method in that the wire cable is 
hammered after the stranded layer is stranded. 

3.3 The problem to be solved by the present invention 
can therefore be considered that of simultaneously 
deforming all the strands of the outer stranded 
layer in one method step. 

3.4 The solution to this problem as proposed in claim 2 
of the present application cannot be considered 
inventive (PCT Article 33(3)), because the same 
feature has already been used to solve the same 
problem in a similar method (cf. document Dl, in 
particular column 2, lines 52 to 57) . If a person 
skilled in the art wished to achieve the same aim 
in a method as per document D2, he could easily 
apply this feature to like effect to the subject 
matter of document D2 . In this way he would arrive 
at a method as per claim 2 without thereby being 
inventive. 

4. Dependent claims 3-5 and 8 do not contain any 

features which, combined with the features of any 
claim to which they refer, meet the PCT 
requirements for inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)), because these features are of the kind 
that a person skilled in the art routinely makes 
on the basis of familiar considerations, 
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especially since the resulting advantages are 
readily foreseeable. In addition, document D2 
discloses the features of claim 5 (see reference 
sign 8 in figure 2) . 

5. The combination of features in dependent claims 6 
and 7 is neither known from, nor suggested by, the 
available prior art. The problem to be solved 
with these features can therefore be considered 
that of ensuring that the plastic of the 
intermediate layer has the time and the space to 
soften during hammering. Claims 6 and 7 therefore 
meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 

6. The present application does not comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 6, because claim 9 is 
not clear. 

6.1 The feature f is hammered in order to smooth its 
surface and/or to compact it' in product claim 9 
relates to a method for producing the product and 
not to the definition of the product in terms of 
its technical features. Consequently, the 
intended restrictions are not clear from the 
claim, contrary to PCT Article 6. 

7. Because of the lack of clarity mentioned in item 6, 
the novelty (PCT Article 33(2)) of the subject 
matter of claim 9 is therefore also doubtful. 

7.1 Document Dl discloses (the references in 
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parentheses are to Dl) a wire cable which has a 
plastic intermediate layer (18) beneath the 
hammered outer stranded layer (20) . 

7.2 Document D2 discloses (the references in 
parentheses are to D2) a wire cable (1) which has 
a plastic core (3) beneath the hammered outer 
stranded layer (2) . 

7.3 The subject matter of claim 9 is therefore not 
novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

8. Dependent claim 10 does not contain any features 

which, combined with the features of claim 9, meet 
the PCT requirements for inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(3)), because these features are of the 
kind that a person skilled in the art routinely 
makes on the basis of familiar considerations, 
especially since the resulting advantages are 
readily foreseeable . 
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